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Slavery Project





Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery I feel a strong impulse to see it tried on him personally.  


						-Abraham Lincoln





There’s no way for any of us today to even begin to grasp what slavery was like.  So, we’re not even going to suggest an attempt to replicate that experience.  We will, however, attempt to better understand what it feels like to experience daily life where even little things are a bit harder, to fall under the control of another human being, and to lose one’s freedom, even if it will be negligible compared to true slavery.





If you wish to partake in this bonus project & experience just a touch of “the slave experience,” you’ll need to do the following:





( Agree to play the role of a “slave” on the designated day				





( Turn yourself over to this role, so that you experience it deeply





( Take it very seriously; there’s nothing funny about it.





( Wear a plain, white shirt (long-sleeve or t-shirt w/o logos) and dark pants (jeans or other	 work pants preferred).  If dingy or torn, all the better; however, this is not about being	 fashionable.





( Wear no shoes or socks (you may leave them in your locker)





( Wear the “shackles” (i.e. rope) around your ankles.  You will still be able to walk, but you’ll	 need to shuffle.  This limits your freedom of movement.





( Carry the burden of this history (i.e. brick/rock) with you all day





( Take on the slave name provided for you by wearing the nametag provided.





( Strip yourself down to the basics: no back-pack, make-up, hair gel, etc.  If you feel up to it,	 you could also limit yourself to a small lunch with water.�


( Do not use the words “a” or “the” when you speak





( Do not look any authority figure in the eye





( Carry your “Proof of Property” certificate with you at all times.  This will…


	-explain to other teachers & administrators why you’re doing this


	-notify others, and remind you, that your “existence” is in others’ hands


	-become proof that you participated by getting teacher signatures


	-provide additional details about how you are to act in other settings





30 points














